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O ME of the following Speeches are 
not plac d in the Order they were 


1 ſboken, but in ſuch an Order as the Mat- 


L ters they contain ſeem to require. 
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My Lord Chancellor, 


Am not ſarpriz'd to find an Aft 
for a Supply brought into thi 
Houſe at the beginning of a Seſſion. 
I know Cuſtom has for a long time 
made it common. But I think Experience 
might teach us, that ſuch Acts ſhould be 
the laſt of every Seſſion; or lie upon the 
Table, till all other great Afﬀairs of the 
Nation be finiſh'd, and then only granted. 


" "Tis a ſtrange Propoſition which #s uſually 
made 1 be He, That if we Lr 5 
| Mony to the Crown, then the Cromn will give 
Us good Laws : 4s if we were to buy good 9 
Laws of the Crown, and pay Mony to r 
Princes, that they may do their Duty, andi! 


comply with their Coronation Oath. And 
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(4) 
yet this is not the worſt ; for we have often 
had promiſes of good Laws, and when we 
have given the Sums demanded, thoſe Pro- 
miſes have been broken, and the Nation left 
to ſeek 4 Remedy); which is not to be found, 
unleſs we obtain the Laws we want, before 
we give a Supply. And if this be a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon at all times to poſipone a Mony- 
Act, can we be blam'd for doing ſo at this 

S time, when the Duty we owe to our Country, 
indiſpenſably obliges us to provide for the 
common Safety in caſe of an Event, altoge- 
ther out of our power, and which muſt ne- |} 
ceſſarily diſſolve the Government, unleſs we | 
continue and ſecure it by new Laws; I mean 
the Death of her Majeſty, which God in 
mercy long avert ? I move therefore, that 
the Houſe would take into conſideration, 
what Acts are neceſſary to ſecure our Reli- 
gion, Liberty, and Trade, in caſe of the ſaid - 
Event, before any Act of Supply, or othe 
Buſineſs whatever be brought into Delibe- 
ration, | 
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DO 


Act concerning Offices, &c. brought © 
in by the ſame Member, 2 


HE Eſtates of Parliament taking 

into their Conſideration, that to 
the great Loſs and Detriment of this 
Nation, great Sums of Mony are yearly 
carried out of it, by thoſe who wait and 
depend at Court, for Places and Pre- 
ferments in this Kingdom: And that 
by Scots-men, employing Engliſh In- 
tereſt at Court, in order to obtain their 
ſeveral Pretenſions, this Nation is in 
hazard of being brought to depend upon 
Engliſh Miniſters : And likewiſe con- 
ſidering, that by reaſon our Princes do 
no more reſide amongſt us, they cannot 
be rightly inform'd of the Merit of Per- 
ſons pretending to Places, Offices, and 
Penſions; therefore our Sovereign Lady, 
with advice and conſent of the Eſtates of 
Parliament, ſtatutes and ordains, That alter 
the deceaſe of Her Majeſty (whom God 
43 long 

7 


| 5, 
long preſerve) and Heirs of her Body 
failing, all Places and Offices, both Ci- 
vil and Military, and all Penſions, 
formerly conferred by our Kings, ſhall 


ever after be given by Parliament, by wa 
"a * 


1 


— 


117 


HEN our Kings ſucceeded to the 
Crown of England, the Miniſters 
of that 
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My Lord Chancellor, 


Nation took a ſhort way to ruin u, 
y concurring with their Inclinations to ex- 
tend the Prerogative in Scotland ; and the 
great Places and Penſions confer d apon 
Scots-men by that Court, made them to be 
willing Inſtruments in the work. From 
that time this Nation began to give away 
their Privileges one after the other, tho 
they then ſtood more in need of having them 
enlarg d. And as the Collections of our 
Laws, before the Union of the Crowns, are 
full of Acts to oe our Liberty, thoſe 
Laws that have been made ſince that time, 
are directed chiefly to extend the Preroga- 
tive. And that we might not know 485 , 
Rights and Libertys were ſtill ours, nor le 
excited by the memory of what our Anceſtors |. 
enjoy) d, to recover thoſe we had loſt, in ie 
two laſt Editions of our Acts of Parliament, 
A 4 4 be * 
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" (Ss) 
the moſt conſiderable Laws for the Liberty of 
the Subject are induſtriouſly and aeſignealy 
left out. All our Affairs ſince the Union 


of the Crowns, have bin manag d by the 


Advice of Engliſh Miniſters, and the prin- 


cipal Offices of the Kingdom fill d with ſuch + 


Men, as the Court of England knew wou d 


be ſubſervient to their Deſigns : By which 


means they have had ſo viſible an influence 
upon our whole Adminiſtration, that we 


have from that time appear d to the reſt of 


the World, more like a conquer'd Province, 
than a free ana independent People, The 
Account is very ſhort : Whilſt our Princes 
are not abſolute in England, they muſt be 
influenced by that Nation; our Miniſters 
muſt follow the Directions of the Prince or 
loſe their Places, and our Places and Pen- 


ſians will be diſtributed according to the In- 
clinations of a ing of England, ſo long as 


a King of England has the Diſpoſal of 
them : neither ſhall any Man obtain the 
leaſt Advance ment, who refuſes to vote in 
Council and Parliament under that Infla- 


ence. So that there is no way to free this. 
Country from a ruinous Dependance upon the 


Engli 4 


| 


* 


1 
Engliſb Court, unleſs by placing the Power 
of conferring Offices and Penſions in the 
| Parliament, ſo long as we ſhall have the 
S ſame King with England, The antient 
Kings of Scotland, and even thoſe of France, 
if” bad not the power of conferring the chief 
| Offices of State, tho each of them had only 
one Kingdom to govern, and that the diffi- 
culty we labour under, of two Kingdoms 
which have different Intereſts governd by 
the ſame Ring, did not occur. Beſides, we 
all know that the Diſpoſal of our Places and 
0» Penſions is ſo inconſiderable a thing to 4 
King of England, that ſeveral of our 
Princes, ſince the Union of the Crowns, 
have wiſh'd to be free from the trouble f 
deciding between the many Pretenders, That 
which would have given them eaſe, will give 
us Liberty, and make us ſignificant to the 
common Intereſt of both Nations. Without 
this, "tis impoſſible to free us from 4 De- 
pendance an the Engliſh Court: All other 
Remedies and Conditions of Government will 
prove ineſfectual, as plainly appears from 
the nature of the thing; for who is not ſen- 


ſible of the influence of Places and Penſions 
upon 


(10) 

upon all Men and all Affairs? If our Mi. 
viſters continue to be appointed by the Eng- 
liſh Court, and this Nation may not be per- 


mitted to diſpoſe of the Offices and Places 


of this Kingdom to balance the Engliſh 

Bribery, they will corrupt every thing to that 
degree, that if any of our Laws ſtand in 
their way, they will get them repeal d. Let 
no Man ſay, that it cannot be prov'd that 
the Engliſh Court has ever beſtow'd any 
Bribe in this Country, For they beſtow all 
Offices and Penſions; they bribe us, and are 


Maſters of us at our own coſt. . *T's nothing 


but an Engliſh Intereſt in this Houſe, that 
thoſe who wiſh well to our Country, have to 
ſtruggle with at this time. We may, if we 
pleaſe, dream of other Remedies; but ſo 
long as Scots-men muſt go to the Engliſh 
Court to obtain Offices of Truſt or Profit 
in this Kingdom, thoſe Offices will always 
be manag d with regard to the Court and 
Intereſt of England, tho to the betraying 
of the Intereſt of . this Nation, whenever 
it comes in competition with that of Eng- 
land. And what leſs can be expected, un- 
leſswe reſolve to expect Miracles, and that 


greedy, 


$ 
N 
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ö (1) 
greedy, ambitious, and for the moſt part 
neceſſitous Men, involu'd in great Debts, 
burden'd with great Families, and having E 
great Titles to ſupport, will lay down their | 


Places, rather than comply with an Eng- 
„ Intereſt in obedience to the Prince's Com- 
mands? Now to find Scots-men oppoſing 
this, and willing that Engliſh Miniſters 
(for this is the caſe) ſhould have the Dif= 
poſal of Places and Penſions in Scotland, 
rather than their own Parliament, is mat- | 
ter of great aſtoniſhment ; bat that it 1 
A | ſhould be ſo much as a Queſtion in the Par- 
liament, is altogether incomprehenſible : and 
if an indifferent Perſon were to judg, he would 
certainly ſay we were an Engliſh Parliament. 
Every Man knows that Princes give Places 
and Penſions by the influence 2 thoſe who 
adviſe them. So that the Queſtion comes to 
no more than, whether this Nation would be 
in a better Condition, if in conferring our- 
Places and Penſions the Prince ſhould. be 
determin'd by the Parliament of Scotland, 
or by the Miniſters of a Court, that make: 
it their Intereſt to keep us low and miſerable. 
We all know that this is the cauſe of our- 


Poverty 


(12) 
Poverty, Miſery and Dependence. But we 


have bin for a long time ſo poor, ſo miſe- 
rable and depending, that we have neither 
Fleart nor Courage, tho we want not the 
Means, to free our ſelves. 
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My Lord Chancellor, ( 


Rejudice and Opinion govern the World 
to the great diſtreſs and rain of Man- 
kind ; and tho me daily find Men ſo rational 

as to charm by the diſintereſted Rectitude of 

their Sentiments in all other things, yet 
when we touch upon any wrong Opinion with 

which they have bin early prepoſſeſc'd, we 

find them more irrational than any thing in 

1 nature, and not only not to be convinc' d, 
ö but obſtinately reſolv'd not to hear any reaſon 
againſt it. Theſe Prejudices are yet ſtronger 
when they are taken up by great Numbers | 
of Men, who confirm each other thro the 8 
f courſe | 


(13) 
courſe of ſeveral Generations, and ſeem to 
have their Blood tainted, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, their animal Spirits influenc d by 
them, Of theſe Deluſions, one of the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt - pernicious, has bin 4 
Vviolent Inclination in many Men to extend 
the Prerogative of the Prince to an abſolute 
and unlimited Power, And tho in limited 
Monarchies all good Men profeſs and declare 
themſelves Enemies to all tyrannical Prac- 
tices, yet many, even of theſe, are found 
ready to oppoſe ſuch neceſſary Limitations 4s 
( might ſecure them from the tyrannical Ex- 
erciſe of Power in 4 Prince, not only ſubject 
to all the Infirmities of other Men, but by 
the Temptations ariſing from his Power, 
to far greater. This Humour has greatly 
increas d in our Nation, ſince the Union of 
the Crowns ; and the ſlaviſh Submiſſions, 
which have bin made neceſſary to procure the 
Favours of the Court, have cheriſh'd and 
fomented a laviſh Principle. But I _ 
take leave to put the Repreſentatives of this 
Nation in mind, that no ſuch Principles 
were in this Ring dom before the Union of 
the Crowns ; and that no Monarchy in Eu- 


, rope 


(14) 
rope was more limited, nor any People more 
Jealous of Liberty than the Scots. Theſe 
Principles were firſt introduc d among us. 
after the Union of the Crowns, and the 
Prerogative extended to the Overthrow of 
our antient Conſtitution, chiefly by the Pre- 
latical Party; tho the peeviſh, imprudent, 
and deteſtable Conduct of the Presbyterians, 
who oppos d theſe Principles only in others, 
drove many into them, gave them preater 
force, and rooted them more deeply in this 
Nation. Shou'd we not be aſbam' d to em- 
brace Opinions contrary to Reaſon, and contra- 
xy to the Sentiments of our Anceſtors, meerly 
pon account of the ancharitable and inſup- 
portable Humour and ridiculous Condutt of 
Bigots of any ſort ? If then no ſuch Principles 
were in thisNation,and theConſtitution of eap 
Government had greatly limited the Prince's 
Power before the Union of the Crowns ; dare 
any Man ſay he is a Scots-man, and refaſe 
hu Conſent to reduce the Government of 
this Nation, after the expiration of the 
Intail, within the ſame Limits as before 
| that Union? And if ſince the aſe 
| Crowns, every-one ſees that we ſtand ar 
B nee 
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(15) 
need of more Limitations ; will any Mau att 
in ſo direct an oppoſition to his own Reaſon, 
aud the undoubted Intereſt of his Country, 
4s not to concur in limiting the Government 
et more than before the Union, particularly 
i & the Addition of this ſo neceſſary Li- 
mitation for which 1 am now ſpeaking ? 
My Lord, Theſe are ſuch clear Demonſtra- 
tions of whas we ought to do in ſuch Can- 
| junitures, that all Men of common Inge- 
nuity muſt be aſham'd. of entring into any 
other Meaſures, Loet us not then tread in 
the ſteps of mean and fawning Prieſts 
of any ſort, who are always aiſpos'd ta 
place an. abſolute Power in the Prince, if 
he on his Dh will gratify their Ambitian, 
and by all means ſupport their Form of 
Charch-Government, to the Perſecution of 
all other Men, who will aot comply with 
their Impoſitions, Let us begin where 
our Anceitors left before the Union of the 
S Crowns, and be for the future more Jealous : 
of our Liberties, becauſe there is more 
need. But I mut take upon me to ſay, 
that he who is not for ſetting great Limi- 
tations upon the Power of the Prince, par- 


ticularly 
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1 

ticularly that for which I am ſpeaking, in 
4 caſe we have the ſame Ring with England, 
can act by no Principle, whether he be 4 
Presbyterian, Prelatical, or Prerogative- 
man, for the Court of St. Germains, or 

that of Hanover; I ſay, he can at ly o 
1 Principle unleſs that of = 4 Slave to ü 
b the Court of England for his own Ad- 
vantage. And therefore let not thoſe who 
go under the name of Prerogative-men, co- 
ver themſelves with the pretext of Principles 
in this caſe; for ſuch Men are plainly for 
the Prerogative of the Engliſh Court over 
q this Nation, becauſe this Limitation is de- 
| manded only in caſe we come to have the ſame 
| Ring with England. 
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(77) 


AF for the Security of the Kingdom, 
rought in by the ſame Member. 


HE Eſtates of Parliament con- 
ſidering, That when it ſhall pleaſe 
GOD to afflict this Nation with the 
Death of our SOVEREIGN LAD the 
Queen (whom God of his infinite Mercy 
long preſerve) if the ſame ſhall happen 
to be without Heirs . of her. Body, this 
Kingdom may fall into great Confuſion 
and Diſorder before a Succeſſor can be de- 
clar'd. For preventing thereof, our So- 
vereign Lady, with Advice and Conſent 
of the Eſtates of Parliament, ſtatutes and 
ordains, That if at the foreſaid time, any 
Parliament or Convention of Eſtates ſhall 
be aſſembled, then the Members of that Par- 
liament or Convention of Eſtates ſhall take 
the Adminiſtration of the Government up- 
on them: excepting thoſe Barons and Bur- 
rows, who at the foreſaid time ſhall have 
any Place or Penſion, mediately or imme- 
B diately 


(18) 
diately of the Crown : whoſe Com- 
miſſions are hereby declar'd to be void; 
and that new Members ſhall be choſen 
in their place : But if there be no Par- 
liament or Convention of Eſtates actually 
aſſembled, then the Members of the cur- 
rent Parliament ſhall afſemble with all 
poſſible diligence: And if there be no cur- 


rent Parliament, then the Members of 


the laſt diſſolv'd Parliament, or Conven- 
tion of Eſtates, ſhall aſſemble in like 
manner: and in thoſe two laſt caſes, ſo 


a 
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ſoon as there ſhall be one hundred Mem- 


bers met, in which number the Barons 
and Burrows before mention d are not to 
be reckon'd. They ſhall take the Admi- 
niſtration of the Government upon them : 
But neither they nor the Members of Par- 
liament, or Convention of Eſtates, if at 
the time foreſaid aſſembled, ſhall proceed 
to the weighty Affair of naming and de- 
claring a Succeſſor, till twenty days after 
they have aſſum'd the Adminiſtration of 
the Government : both that there may be 
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time forall the other Members to come | 
to Edinburgh, which is hereby Ms 
ks bo | the 
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— — of their Meeting, and for the 
Elections of new Barons and Burrows 
in place above · mention d. But ſo ſoon 
as the twenty days are elapſed, then they 
ſhall proceed to the rubliſting by Procla- 
mation the Conditions of Government, 
on which they will receive the Succeſſor 
to the Imperial Crown of this Realm: 
which in the cafe only of our being 


under the ſame King with England, are 


as follows. 

1. That Elections ſhall be made at 
every Michaelmas Head - Court for àa new 
Parliament every year; to fit the firſt of 
November next — and adjourn 
themſelves from time to time, till next 
Michaelmas : That they chuſe their own 
Preſident, and that every thing ſhall be 
determin'd by Ballotting, in place of 
Voting. 5 

2. That ſo many leſſer Barons ſhall be 
added to the Parliament, as there have been 
Noble men created ſince the laſt Aug- 
mentation of the Number of the Barons; 
and that in all time coming, for every 
Noble-· man that {ſhall be created, there 
— B 2 ſhall 


(20) 


ſhall be a Baron added to the Parliament, 


3. That no Man have Vote in Far- 
liament, but a Noble man or elected 
Member. 1 


4. That the King ſhall give the Sancti. 
on to all Laws offer d by the Eſtates; and 
that the Preſident of the Parliament be 
impower'd by his Majeſty to give the 
Sanction in his abſence, and have ten 
Pounds Sterling a day Salary. 

5. That a Committee of one and thir- 
ty Members, of which nine to be a Qao- 
rum, Choſen out of their own Number, 


by every Parliament; ſhall during the 


Intervals of Parliament, under the King, 
have the Adminiſtration of the Govern- 


ment, be his Council, and accountable 


to the next Parliament; with power in 
extraordinary occaſions, to call the Par- 
liament together: and that in the ſaid 
Council, all things be determin'd by Bal- 
loting in place of Voting. babe 

6. That the King without conſent. of 


Parliament, ſhall not have the Power of 
making Peace and War; or that of con- 


cluding any Treaty with any other State 
or Potentate. ; 7. That 
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(21) 

7. That all Places and Offices, both 
Civil and Military, and all Penſions for- 
merly confer'd by our Kings, ſhall ever 
after be given by Parliament. 


8. That no Regiment or Company of 


HFHorſe, Foot, or Dragoons be kept on 


foot in Peace or War, but by conſent of 
Parliament. | 

9. That all the fencible Men of th 
Nation, betwixt ſixty and ſixteen, be 
with all Diligence poſſible, arm'd with 
Bagonets, and Fire-locks all of a calibre, 
and continue always provided in ſuch 
Arms, with Ammunition ſutable. 

10. That no general Indemnity, nor 
Pardon for any Tranſgreſſion againſt the 
Publick, ſhall be valid without conſent of 
Parliament. | 


11. That the fifteen Senators of the 


College of Juſtice, ſhall be incapable of 
being Members of Parliament, or of any 
other Office, or any Penſion : but the 
Salary that belongs to their Place, to be 
increas'd as the Parliament ſhall think fit: 
That the Office of Preſident ſhall be in 
three of their Number to be nam'd by 

B 3 Par- 
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Parliament, and that there be no. extra- 
ordinary Lords. And alfo, that the 
Lords of the Juſtice Court ſhall be diftin& 
from thoſe of the Seſſion, and under the 
ſame Reſtrictions, 

12. That if any King break in upon 
any of theſe Conditions of Government, 
he ſhall by the Eſtates be declar'd to have 
forfeited the Crown. 

Which Proclamation made, they are 
to go on to the naming and declaring a 
Succeſſor : and when he is declar'd, if 
preſent, are to read to him the Claim of 
Right and Conditions of Government 


above-mention'd, and to defire of him, 


that he may accept the Crown according- 
ly; and he accepting, they are to admi- 
niſter to him the Oath of Coronation : 
But if the Succeſſor be not preſent, they 
are to delegate ſuch of their own Number 
as they ſhall think fit, to ſee the ſame per- 
form'd, as ſaid is: And are to continue in 
the Adminiſtration of the Government, 
until the Succeſſor his accepting of the 
Crown, upon the foreſaid Terms be 
known to them: Whereupon having 

then. 


| 


1 ; 
then a King at their Head, they ſhall by J 

his Authority declare themſelves a Par- 

liament, and proceed to the doing of 

whatever ſhall be thought expedient for 

the Welfare of the Realm. And it is ; 
il likewiſe by the Authority aforeſaid de- f 
clar'd, That if Her preſent Majeſty ſhall 
think fit, during her own time, with | 
Advice and Conſent of the Eſtates of 
Parliament, failing Heirs of her Body, to 
declare a Succeſſor, yet nevertheleſs, 
after her Majeſty's deceaſe, the Members 
of Parliament or Convention ſhall in the 
ſeveral caſes, and after the manner 
above - ſpecified, meet and admit the 
Succeſſor to the Government, in the 
Terms and after the manner as ſaid is. 
And it is hereby further declar'd, That 
after the Deceaſe of her Majeſty, and 
failing Heirs of her Body, the fore- 
mention'd manner and method ſhall in 
the ſeveral caſes, be that of declaring 
and admitting to the Government all 
thoſe who ſhall hereafter ſucceed to the 
Imperial Crown of this Realm: And 
that it ſhall be High Treaſon for any 


| B 4 Man 


(24) 
Man to own or acknowledg any Perſon 
as King or Queen of this Realm, till they 
aredeclar'd and admitted in the above- 
mention'd manner. And laſtly, it is 
hereby declar'd, that by the Death of 
Her Majeſty, or any of her Succeſſors, 
all Commiſſions, both Civil and Mili- 
tary, fall and are void. And that this 
Act ſhall come in place of the 17th Act of 
the 67h Seſſion of King William's Par- 
lament. And all Acts and Laws, that 
any way derogate from this preſent Act, 
are hereby, in ſo far, declar'd void and 


' abrogated, | 


/ 


ill, My Lord Chancellor, | 
3 IS the utmoſt _ of human 


Prudence to ſee and embrace every 
favourable Opportunity : And if a Word 
ſpoken in ſeaſon does for the moſt part pro- 


duce wonderful Effects; of what —_ 


and ad vantage muſt it be to a Nation in 

| Deliberations of the higheſt moment; in 
Occaſions, when paſt, for ever irretrievable, 

to enter into the right path, and take hold 
of the golden Opportunity, which makes the 
moſt arduous things eaſy, and without which 
the moſt inconſiderable may put a ſtop to all 
our Aﬀairs* We have this day an Oppor- 
tunity in our Hands, which if we manage to 
the advantage of the Nation we have the 
Honour to repreſent, we may, ſo far as the 
Viciſſitude and Uncertainty of human Af. 
fairs will permit, be for many Ages eaſy and 
happy. But if we deſpiſe or neglect this 
Occaſion, we have voted our perpetual De- 
pendence 


(26) 

pendence on another Nation, If Men could 
always retain thoſe juſt Impreſſions of things 
they at ſome times have upon their Minds, 
they would be much more ſteddy in their 
Actions. And as I may boldly ſay, that no 
Man is to be found in this —_— who at 
ſome time or other has not had that juſt 
ſenſe of the miſerable Condition to which 
this Nation is reduc d by a dependence upon 
the Engliſh Court, I ſhould demand no more 
but the like Impreſſions at this time to pes 
all the Limitations mention'd in the draught 
of an Act | have already brought into this 
Hoaſe ; ſince they are not Limitations upon 
any Prince, who ſhall only be Ring of Scot- 
land, nor do any way tend to ſeparate us from 
England; but calculated meerly to this end, 
That ſo long as we continue to be under the 
fame Prince with our Neighbour Nation, 
we may be free from the influence of Engliſh 
Councils and Miniſters; that the Nation 
way not be impoveriſh'd by an expenſive 
Attendance at Court, and that the Force 
and Exerciſe of our Government may be, 
as far as is poſſible, within our ſelves, By 
which means Trade, Manufactures, and 

| Huſ- 


1 


Husbandry will flouriſh, and the Affairs fx 


the Nation be no longer neglected, as they 
have bin hitherto. Theſe are the ends to 
which all the Limitations are directed, That 
Engliſh Councils may nat hinder the Acts of 
our Parliaments from receiving the Royal 
Aſſent ; That we may not be ingag d without 
our Conſent in the Quarrels they may have 


with other Nations; That they may not ob- 


ſtruct the meeting of our Parliaments, nor 
interrupt their ſitting ; That we may not 
ſtand in need of poſting to London for Pla- 


ces and Penſions, by which, whatever par- 


ticular Men may get, the Nation muſt al- 


ways be a Loſer, nor apply for the Remedies 
of our Grievances to a Court, where fer 
the moſt part none are to be had, On the 
contrary, if theſe Conditions of Government 
be enacted, our Conſtitution will be amended, 


and our Grievances be eaſily redreſsd by a 


due Execution of our own Laws, which to 


this day we have never been able to obtain, 
The beſt and wiſeſt Men in England will be 
glad to hear that theſe Limitations are ſet- 
tled by us. For tho the Ambition of Cour- 
tiers lead them to deſire an uncoutrolable 
Power 
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Power at any rate ; yet wiſer Men will con- 


ſider that when two Nations live under the 
ſame Prince, the Condition of the one can- 


not be made intolerable, but a Separation 


muſt inevitably follow, which will be dan- 


gerous, if not deſtruftive to both. The Se- 


nate of Rome wiſely determin'd in the buſi- 
neſs of the Privernates, that all People 
would take hold of the firſt opportunity to 


free themſelves from an uneaſy Condition; 


that no Peace could be laſling, inwhich both 
Parties did not find their account; and 
that no Alliance es ſtrong enough to keep 
two Nations in Amity, if the Condition of 
either were made worſe by it. For my own 


part, my Lord Chancellor, before I will con- 


ſent to continue in our preſent miſerable and 


languiſbing Condition after the Deceaſe of 
her Majeſty, and Heirs of her Boay failing, 


1 fhall rather give my Vote for a Separation 


from England at any rate, I hope no Man 


who is nom poſſeſs d of an Office, will take 
umbrage at theſe Conditions of Government, 
tho ſome of them ſeem to diminiſh, and 
others do intirely ſuppreſs the Place he poſe 
Seſjes : for beſides the Scandal of preferring 
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a private Intereſt before that of our Coun- 
try, theſe Limitations are not to take place 
immediately. The Queen is yet young, and 
by the Grace of God may live many Tears, 
I hope longer than all thoſe ſhe has plac'd in 
any Truſt ; and ſhould we not be happy, if | 
thoſe who for the future may deſign to re- i 
commend themſelves for any Office, could p 
not doit by any other way than the Favour | 
of this Houſe, which they who appear for 
theſe Conditions will deſerve in a more emi- 
nent degree? Would we rather court an 
Engliſh Miniſter for a Place than a Par- 
liament of Scotland ? Are we afraid of being 
taken out of the Hands of Engliſh Cour- 
tiers, and left to govern our ſelves ? And 
do we aoubt whether an Engliſh Miniſtry, or 
a Scots Parliament will. be moſt for the In- 
tereſt of Scotland? Bat that which ſeems 
moſt difficult in this Queſtion, and in which, 
if Satisfaction be given, I hope no Man will 
pretend to be diſſatisfied with «theſe Limi- 
tations, is the Intereſt of a King of Great 
Britain. And here I ſhall take liberty to 

ſay, that as the Limitations do no way 
affect any Prince that may be Ring of _ 

| lan 
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land only, ſo they will be found highly ad- 
vantageous to a King of Great Britain. 
Some of our late Rings, when they have bin 
perplex'd about the Affairs of Scotland, did 
let fall ſuch Expreſſions, as intimated they 
thought them not worth their Application. 
And indeed we ought not to wonder if Prin- 
ces, like other Men, ſhould grow weary of 
toiling where they find no advantage. But 
to ſet this Aﬀair in a true light: I deſire to 
know, whether it can be more advantageous 
to a Ring of Great Britain to have an un- 
limited Prerogative over this Country in 
our preſent ill Condition, which turns to no 
account, than that this Nation grown rich 
and powerful under theſe Conditions of Go- 
vernment, ſhould be able upon any Emer- 
gency to furniſh a good Body of Land- 
forces, with a Squadron of Ships for War, 
all paid by our ſelves, to aſſiſt his Majeſty 


in the Wars he may undertake for the De- 


fence of the Proteſtant Religion and Liber- 
ties of Europe, Now ſince I hope I have 
ſhewn, that thoſe who are for the Prero- 
gative 7 the Rings of Scotland, and all 
#hoſe who are poſſeſs'd of Places at this 


time, 


(321) 
time, together with the whole Engliſh Na- \Y 
tion, 4s well as 4 King of Great Britain, 1 
have cauſe to be ſatisfied with theſe Regu- 4 

lations of Government, I would know what 1% 
difficulty can remain; unleſs that being 
|. accuſtow'd to live in a Dependency and an- 
acquainted with Liberty, we know not ſa 
much as the meaning of the Word; nor if 
that ſhould be explain'd to us, can ever 
perſuade our ſelves mo ſhall obtain the thing, 
tho we have it in our power by a few Votes 
to ſet our ſelves and our Poſterity free, 
| To ſaythat this will flop at the Royal Aſſent, 
is a Suggeſtion diſreſpectful to her Majeſty, 
and which ought neither to be mention'd in 
Parliament, nor be conſider*d by any Member 
of this Houſe. And were this a proper 
time, I am confident I could ſay ſuch things 
as being repreſented to the Queen, would 
convince her, That no Perſon can have 
reater Intereſt, nor obtain more laſting 
Ionour by the enacting of theſe Conditions 
of Government, than her Majeſty. And 
if the Nation be aſſiſted in this Exigency by 
the good Offices 4 his Grace the High Com- 
miſſianer, I ſhall not doubt to affirm, that 
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in procuring this Bleſſing to our Country 
from Her Majeſty, he will do more for as, 
than all the Great Men of that Noble Fa- 


mily, of which he is deſcended, ever. did; 


tho it ſeems to have bin their peculiar Pro- 


Vince for divers Ages, to defend the Liber- 


ties of this Nation againſt the Power of the 
Engliſh and the deceit of Courtiers. What 


further Arguments can I uſe to perſuade this 


Houſe to enact theſe Limitations, and em- 


brace this occaſion, which we have ſo little 
deſerv d? I might bring many; but the 


moſt proper and effectunl to perſuade all, I 
fake to be this: That our Anceſtors did en- 
joy the moſt eſſential Liberties contain d in 
the Act I have proposd : and tho ſome few 
of leſs moment are among them which they 
had not, yet they were in poſſeſſion of divers 
others not contain d in theſe Articles: That 
they enjoy d theſe Privileges when they were ſe- 
parated from England, had their Prince liv- 
ing among them, and conſequently ſtood not 
in ſo great need of theſe Limitations. Now 
ſince we have bin under the ſame Prince with 
England, and therefore ſtand in the greateſt 
need of them, we have not only neglected: - 
> mare 


(33) 
Make a due Proviſion of that kind, but its 
divers Parliaments have given away bur 
Liberties, and upon the matter ſabjected 
this Crown to the Court of England: and 
are become fo accuſtomed to depend on them, 


bat we ſeem to doubt whether we ſhall lay hold 


of. this happ 7 Opportunit to reſume our 
Freedom. If nothing 44% will move us, af 
leaſt let us not aff in oppoſition to the Light 
of our own Reaſon and Conſcience, which 
daily repreſents io ws the ill Conſtitution of 
our Government; the low Condition into 
which we ate ſank, and the extreme Poverty, 
Diſtreſs, and Miſery of our People, Let 
us conſider whether we will have the Nation 
continue in theſe deplorable Circumſtances, 
and loſe this Opportunity of bringing Free- 
om and Plenty among us. Suse the Heart 
of every honeſt Man muſt bleed daily, to ſee 
the Miſery in which our Commons, and even 
many of our Gentry live; which has no other 
cauſs but the ill Conſtitution of our Govern» 
ment, and our bad Government no other 
root, but our Dependence upon the Court gf 
England. Ml our Kings liv'd among us, 
"twould not be our to find theſe Limita- 
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tons rejected. Tis not the Prerogative of 
a King of Scotland I would diminiſh, but 
the Prerogative of Engliſh Miniſters over 
this Nation, To conclude, theſe Condi- 
tions of Government being either ſuch as 
our Anceſtors enjoy d, or principally directed 
to cut off our Dependence on an Engliſh 
Court, and not to take place during the Life 
of the Queen; he who 2 his Conſent to 
them, whatever he may be by Birth, cannot 
ſare be a Scots-man by Affection. This will 
be a true Teſt to diſtinguiſh, not Whig from 
Tory, Presbyterian — Epiſcopal, Hano- 
ver from St. Germains, nor yet a Courtier 
from a Man out of place; but a proper Teſt 
to diſtinguiſh a Friend from an Enemy to 
his Country. And indeed we are ſplit into 
fo many Parties, and cover our ſelves with 
ſo many falſe Pretexts, that ſuch a Teſt 
ſeems neceſſary to bring us into. the Light, 
and ſhew every Man in his own Colours. 
In a mord, my Lord Chancellor, we are to 
conſider, that tho we ſuffer under many 
(Trievances, yet our Dependence upon the 
Court of England is bhe cauſe of al, 
comprehends them all, and is the Band that 
: tyes 


CIFY 


tyes wþ the Bundle, If we break this, they 
will all drop and fall to the pround: if 


not, this Band will ſtraiten us more 
and more, till we ſhall be no longer 4 


People. 


I therefore hambly propoſe, That for the 


ſecurity of our Religion, Liberty, and 


Trade, theſe Limitations be declar*d by 4 

Reſolution of this Houſe to be the Conditions, 

upon which the Nation will receive a Suc- 

ceſſor to the Crown of this Realm after the 

Deceaſe of her preſent Majeſty, and failing 

— her Boay, in caſe the ſaid Suc- 
þ 


ceſſor ſhall be alſo Ming or Qaeen of Eng- 
land. 
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V. 


a 
N 
ö | Lord Chancellor, Wt 
5 Am ſorry to hear what has bin juſt mow 
| ſpoken from the Throne, I know the 
[1 Dut) I owe to her Majeſty, and the Reſpect 
. that is due to her Commiſſioner ; and there · 
it: fore ſhall ſpeak with a jaſt regard to both. 
Bat the Duty I owe tomy Country obliges me 
to ſay, that what we have now heard from 
the Throne, muſt of neceſſity 2 from 
Engliſb Councils, If we had demanded that 
theſe Limitations ſhould take place during 
the Life of Her Majeſty, or of the Heirs of 
her Body, perhaps we might have no great re- 
ſon to complain, tho they ſhould be refas a. 
But that Her Majeſty ſhould prefer the 
Prerogative of ſhe Enoms not who, to the 
Happineſs of the whole People of Scotland; 
that ſhe ſhould deny her Aſſent to ſuch Con- 
ditious of Government as are not Limitations 
upon the Crown of Scotland, but only ſuch 
as are abſolutely neceſſary to relieve us from 
4 Saubjection to the Court of England, muſt 
proceed 
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proceed from Engliſh Councils ; as well be- 
cauſe there is no Scots Miniſter nom at Lon- 
don, as berauſe I have had an account, 
which I believe to be too well grounded, 
That 4 Letter to this effet? has bin ſent down 
hither by the Lord Treaſurer of England, 
not many days ago, Beſides, all Men who 
have lately bin at Lonaon, well know, that 
nothing has bin more common, than to ſee 
Scots. men of the ſeveral Parties addreſſing 
themſelves to Engliſh Miniſters about Scots 
Aﬀairs;, and even to ſome Ladies of that 
Court, whom for the reſpect I bear to their 
Relations I ſhall not name. Now, whether 
we ſhall continue under the Influence and 
Subjection of the Engliſh Court; or whether 
it be not high time to lay before her Majeſty, 
by a Vote of this Houſe, the Conditions of 
Government upon which we will receive a 
Succeſſor, I leave to the Wiſdom of the 
Parliament. This I muſt ſay, that to tell 
us any thing of Her Majeſty's Intentions in 
this Affair, before we have preſented any 
Adi to that purpoſe for the Royal Aſſent, ts 
to prejudg the Cauſe, and altogether Unpar- 
liamentary. Iwill add, That nothing has 
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ever ſhewn the Power and Force of Engliſh 


Councils upon our Affairs in a more eminent 
manner at any time, ſince the Union of the 
Crowns. No Man in ths Houſe is more 
convinced of the great Advantage of that 
Peace which both Nations enjoy by living 
under one Prince. But as on the ane hand, 
ſome Men for private ends, and in order 
10 get into Offices, have either neglected or 
betray d the Intereſt of this Nation, by a 
mean compliance with the Engliſh Court; 
ſo on the other ſide it cannot be denied, that 
we have bin but indifferently us d by the Eng- 
liſh Nation. I ſhall not inſiſt upon the 


Afﬀair of Darien, in which by their means 


and influence chiefly, we ſuffer d ſo great 4 


Loſs both in Men and Mony, as to put us 
almoſi beyond hope of ever having any con- 
ſiderable Trade; and this contrary to their 
own true Intereſt, which now appears but too 
viſtbly. 1 ſhall not go about to enumerate 
Inft ances of a provoking nature in other 
matters, but keep my ſelf preciſely to the 
thing we are upon. The Engliſh Nation 
did, ſome time paſt, take into conſider ation 
the Nomination of a Succeſſor to that Crown; 

| 45 


(39) 


an Affair of the higheſt importance, and one 
would think of common Concernment to both 
Kingdoms. Did they ever require our Con. 
currence? Did they ever deſire the late Ring 
to cauſe the Parliament of Scotland to meet, 
in order to tate our Advice and Conſent? 
Was not this to tell us plainly, That we 
ought to be concladed by their Determina- 
tions, and were not worthy to be conſulted 
in the matter? Indeed, my Lord Chancellor, 
conſidering their whole Carriage in this 
Aﬀair, and the broad Inſinuations we have 
nom heard, That we are not to expect Her 
Majeſty's Aſſent to any Limitations on 4 
Succeſſor (which muſt proceed from Engliſh 
Counſel) and conſidering we cannot ' propoſe 
to our ſelves any other Relief from that Ser- 
vitude we lie under by the influence of that 


Court; "tis my Opinion, That the Houſe 
come to 4 Reſolution, That after the De- 


ceaſe of Her Majeſty, Heirs of her Body 
falling, we will ſeparate. our Crown 
from that of England, = 
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VI. 


| My Lar 4 Chancellor EB, | ** 
HAT there ſhould be Limitations 
on 4 Succeſſor, in arder to take away 
aur Dependence on the Court of England, 
if both Nations ſhould haue the ſame King. 
10 Man here feems to oppoſe. And I think 
very few will be of opinion that ſuch Limi: 
tations ſhoald be 2 till the meeting of 
the Nation's Repreſontatives upon the De- 
ceaſe of Her Majeſty. For if the Succeſſor 
he not nam'd before that time, every ons 
will be ſo eqrneſt ta promate the Pre. 
tenſions of the Perſon he moſt affetis, 
that new Conditions will be altagether for. 
gotten, Sa that thoſe who gre only in ap. 
pearancs for theſe Limitations, and in reality 
deainſi them, endeavour for their laſt re- 
fuge to miſlead well. meaning Men, by telling 
them, that "tis not adviſable to put them 
into the Aft of Security, as well for fear 
af: loſing all, as becauſe they will be more 


con- 


* 
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1% 
conveniently _=_ in a ſeparate Act. My 
Lord Chancellor, I would fain know if any 


thing can be more proper in an Ai which 


appeints the naming and manner of admit- 


ting 4 Suscceſſor, than the Conditions on 
which we agree to receive him. I would 
know, if the deferring of any thing, at a time 
pra lover ſhould take 2 be not to 
put a ſlur upon it, and an endeavour to de- 
featit. And if the Limitations in queſtion 


are pretended to be ſuch a Burden in the 


Act, as to hazard the loſs of the Whole, 
can we expect to obtain them when ſeparated 
from the Att? Is there any common ſenſe 
in this? Let us not deceive our ſelves, and 


imagin that the Act of _ apes not ex- 


pire immediately after the Queen and Heirs 
of her Body; for in all that Act, the Heirs 
and Sucteſſors of his late Majeſty Ring 
William are always reſtrain d and ſpecified 
by theſe expreſs Words, © According to the 


Declaration of the Eſt ates, dated the 11th 


« of April 1689. So that unleſs we make 
4 due Proviſion by ſome new Law, 4 Diſſo- 
lation of the Government will enſus im- 


mediately upon the Death of her Majeſty, 
| failing 


E 
failing Heirs of her Body. Such an Act 
therefore being of abſolute and indiſpenſable 
neceſſity, I am of opinion, That the Limi- 
tations ought to be inſerted therein as the 
only proper place for them, and ſureſt way 
to obtain them: And that whoever would ſepa- 
rate them, does not ſo much deſire we ſhould 


obtain the Act, as that we ſhould loſe the 
Limitations, 


VII. 


A Lord Chancellor, 


Hope I need not inform this Honourable 

| Hoaſe, that all Acts which can be pro- 
pos'd for the Security of this Kingdom, are 
vain and empty Propoſit ions, unleſs they are 
ſupported by Arms; and that to rely _ 
any Law without ſuch a Security, is to lean 
upon a Shadow. We had better never paſs 
this Act For then we ſhall not imagine we 
have done any thing for our Security; ans 
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if we think we can do any — effectual 


without that Proviſion, we deceive our 
ſelves, and are in a moſt dangerous Condi- 
tion. Such an Act cannot be ſaid to be an 
Act for the Security of any thing, in 
which the moſt neceſſary Clauſe is wanting, 
and without which all the reſt is of no force: 
Neither can am Kingdom be really ſecur'd 
but by ar ming the People. Let no Man pre- 
tend that we have ſtanding Forces to ſup- 
port this Law; and that if their Numbers 
be not ſufficient, we may raiſe more. *T's 
very well known this Nation cannot maintain 
fo many ſtanding Forces as would be neceſſary 
for our Defence, tho we could intirely rely 
upon their Fidelity. The Poſſeſſion of Arms 
ij the diſtinction of a Freeman from a Slave. 
He who has nothing, and belongs to another, 
muſt be defended by him, and needs no Arms: 
But he who thinks he is his own Maſter, and 
has any thing he may call his own, ought 
to have Arms to defend himſelf and what 
he poſſeſſes, or elſe he lives precariouſly and 
at diſcretion. And tho for a while thoſe 
who have the Sword in their power, abſtain 
from doing him Injuries; yet by degrees . 
| wi 
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will be am d into a Submifſiow to every arbi. 
trary Command. Our Amceftors by being 
always arm d, and frequently in Actias, 
defended themſelves againſ} the Romans, 
Danes, and Exgliſb; and maintain d their 
Liberty agaivſt the Incroachments of their 
own Prences., © If we are not rich enough to 
pay 4 ſufficient number of Standing Forces, 
we have at lea this Advantage, That 
Arms in our own hands ſerve no leſs to 
maintain our Liberty at home, than to de- 
fend us from Enemies abroad. Other Nations, 
f they think they can trum Standing Forces, 
may by their means defend. themſelves again 
fareign Enemies, But we, who have not 
Wealth ſufficient to pay ſuch Forces, 2 
not, of all Nations ander Heaven, be un- 


arm d. For us then to continue without 
Arms, is tobe directly in the Condition of 


Slaves: To be found unarw'd in the Event 


of ber Majeity's Death, would be to have 
vo manner of Security for our Liberty, Pro- 
perty, or the Independence of this Kjngdom. 
By being unarm'd, we every day run the 
riſque of our All, ſince we know not how ſoon 


that Event may overtake us: To conti- 


nue 


ö 
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nue ſtill anarm d, when by this very A 
now under Deliver ation, we have put 4 caſe, 
which happening may ſeparate us from Eng- 
land, would be the groſſeſt of al Fallier. 
Aud if we do nat provide for earning the. 
Kjuadom in ſuch aw Exigency, we ſhall. 
become a Jeih and a Proverb ta the World. 


VIII. 


My Lora Chancellor, rav 
F im the ſal Event of Her Majetty's 
Diereuſe without Heirs of her Boay, any. 
conſiderable Military Forte ſhoutd be in the 
hands of one or more Men, who might have 
an under it antling together, we are not very 
fure what afe they would make of them in fo 
nice and critical « Comuntfure, We know 
that ar themoſt juſt and honourable Enter 
prizes, when they far, are decuunted in the 
munber of Rebellions ; ſo all Atremyes, how- 
ever unjuſt, if they frond, always purge 


them. 
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ſelves of all Guilt and Imputation. If « 
Man preſume he ſhall have Succeſs, and ob- 
tain the utmoſt of his Hopes, he will not too 
nicely examine the Point of Right, nor ba- 
lance too ſcrupulouſly the Injury he does to 
his Country, I would not have any Man 
take this for 4 Reflection upon thoſe honou- 
rable Perſons, who have at preſent the Com- 
mand of our Troops. For beſides that we 
are not certain, who ſhall be in thoſe Com- 
mands at the time of ſuch an Event, we 
are to know that all Men are frail, and the 
wicked and mean-ſpirited World has paid too 
much Honour to many, who have ſub- 
verted the Liberties of their Country. 
We ſee a great Diſpoſition at this time in 
ſome Men, not to conſent to any Limitations 
an 4 Succeſſor, tho we ſhould name the ſame 
with England. And therefore ſince this is 
probably the. laſt opportunity. we ſhall ever 
have, of freeing our ſelves from our De- 
pendence on the Engliſh Court, we ought to 
manage it with the utmoſt Jealouſy and Dif- 
fidence of ſuch Men. For tho we have orde· 
red the Nation to be arm d and exercis'd, 
which will be a ſufficient Defence when done : 


- | Jet 
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et. we know not but the Event, which Cod a. 

vert, may happen before this can be effected, 

And we may eafily imagine, what a fem bold 

Men, at the Head of 4 ſmall Number of 

regular Troops, might do, when all things are 

in C onfuſion and Suſpence. So that me ought 

to make eſſectual Proviſion with the atmoſt 
Circumſpect ion, that all ſuch Forces may be 2 

ſubſervient to the Government and Intereſt 71 

1 this Nation, and nat to the private Am- | 

ition of their Commanders, [I therefore 

move, That immediately.\ upon the deceaſe. 

Hier Majeſty, all Military Commiſſions above 
that of a Captain be null and void. 


Q 


ui 
| My Lord Chancellor, _ FER 
KRyow tis the undoubted. Prerogative 
4 of Her Majeſty, that no AR of thin 


Houſe ſhall have the force of 4 Law without 
Her Royal Aſſent. And a I am confident 


His 
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Hu Gr ace the High Commiſſioner is ſuffici- 
ently ratted, tu give that Aſſent to every 
Att which ſhall be laid before him; ſo more 


particularly to the At for the Security of 


the Ningdom, which has already paſt this 


| Houſe * An Ad that Preſerves from 4. 


narchy ; An Act that arms 4 defenteleſs Peo- 
ple: An Att that has coft the Repreſents: 
vet of this K jngdom much Time and LA. 
bous to frame, and ubs Nation a very great 


Bae: An Act ahur has paſſed by a griat 


Majority: And above dll an Aft, that com 
rains 3' Caution of 'the higheſt Importance 
for the Amendment of our Conſtitation. I 
did not preſume the other day, immediately af- 
ter this AF was woted, to deſire the Royal 
Aſſent; I rhought it a juſt deference to the 
High Commiſſioner, not to mention it at 
that time. Neither would 1 now, but only 
that I may have an Opportunity to repreſent 
ro His Grace, That as he who gives readily 
doubles the Gift; ſo His Grace has now in 
his Handi, the moſt glorious and honouta- 

ble Occ sfion, that any Perſon of this Nation 
ever had, of making himfelf acceprable, 
ana. lots Memory for ever grateſul to the 
Ty. Ss People 


(499. 


People of this Kingdom * Vince the" Honour 
of giving the Royal Aſſent to « Law, which- 


lays 4 laſting Foundation for their Liber- 
ties, has bien reſerved to him. 


3 
* 
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NV Lord Chancellor, 48 0 85 
N the day that the Act for the Secu- 


rity of the Kzngdom paſſed in this 
Houſe, I did not preſume to move for the 


Royal Aſſent. The next day of our. Merting 


Imention'd it with all — Reſpect 
and Deference for his Grace t 


conded me. If nom, after the Noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt, I inſiſt apon it, I thint I 
am no way to be blamed, I ſhall not endea- 
vour to ſhew the neceſſity of this AF, in 
which the whole Security of the Nation now 
lies, having ſpoken to that point the other 
dy: But ſhall take occaſion to ſay ſome- 


e High Co. 
miſſioner, and divers honourable Perſons ſe- 


o 
* . 
” 
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thing concerning the delay of giving the 
Royal Aſjent to Als peſſed in this Houſe ; 
for which I could never hear a good wa 
except that a Commiſſioner was not ſuſſicient- 
ly inſtructed. But that cannot be the true 
reaſon at this time, becauſe ſeveral Acts 
have lain long for the Royal Aſſent : In 
particular, That to ratify a former Act, for 
turning the Convention into a Parliament, 

and fencing the Claim of Right, which no 
Mas doubts his Grace is ſufficiently inſtruc- 

ted topaſs, We muſt therefore look elſe- 
where for the reaſon of this Dela, and 
ought to be _ in doing this; ſince ſolit- 

tie regard is had, and ſo little Satisfaction 
given to the Repreſentatives of this Nation, 

who have for more than three Months em- 
pleyed themſelves with the greateſt Aſſiduity 

in the Service of their Country, and yet 
have not ſeen the leaſt Fruit of their Labours 
crown'd with the Royal Aſſent. Only one 
Att has been touch'd, for recognizing Her 
Majeſty's juſt Right, which is a thing of 
Courſe. This gives but too good reaſon to 
thoſe who ſpeak freely, to ſay that the Roy- 

e Aſſent is induſtriouſly 7 in or- 
2 5 Lier 
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der 10 oblige fome Men to vote, as ſbal be 
moſt e xpedient to 4 certain Intereſt ; and 
that this Seſſion of Parliament is continued 
fo long, chiefly to make Men uneaſy, who 
have neither Places nor Penſions to bear 
their Charges; that by this means Acts for 
Money, Importation of French Wine, and 
the like, may paſs in a thin Houſe, which 
will not fail immediately to receive the Roy- 
al Aſſent, whilſt the Acts that concern the 
Welfare, and perhaps the very Being of the 


Nation, remain untouch'd. 


My Lord Chancellor, wy 
Eing under ſome Apprehenfons that |. 

B — Ma 2 Ws ill . in 
this 4 fer, from Miniſters who frequently 
miſt ake former bad Practices for good Pre- 
cedents, I deſire that the third A of 
the firſt Seſſion of the firſt Parliament of 
D 2 King 
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Ming C harles the Second may be read, 


AS the third of the firſt Seſſion, Parl. 
„„ 


Act aſſerting his Majeſty's Royal Pre- 

rogati ve, in calling and difſolvins | 

e Parliaments, and making / 
Laws. 


v 

14 1 ** Nc Ra r * — * Ee — 
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" 


HE Eſtates of Parliament now con- 
| vened by his Majeſty's ſpecial - Au- 
| thority, conſidering that the Quietneſs, 
Stability and Happineſs of the People, do 

| depend upon the ſafety of the King's 
Majeſty's ſacred Perſon, and the Mainte- 

nance of his Sovereign Authority, Prince- 
ly Power, and Prerogative Royal; and 
cConceiving themſelves obliged in Conſci- 
ence, and in diſcharge of their Duties to 
Almighty God, to the King's Majeſty, 
| and to their Native Country, to make a 
I que acknowledgment thereof at this time; 
Do therefore unanimouſly declare, that 
* Y T * e y 
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they will with their Lives and Fortunes; 
maintain and defend the ſame. And they 
do hereby acknowledg, that the Power 
of calling, holding, proroguing, and 
diſſolving of Parliaments, and all Con- 
ventions and Meetings of the Eſtates, 
does ſolely reſide in the King's Majeſty, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors. And that as no 
Parliament can be lawfully kept, without 
the ſpecial Warrant and Preſence of the 
King's Majeſty, or his Commiſſioner ; 
fo no Acts, Sentences or Statutes, to be 
paſſed in Parliament, can be binding up- 
on the People, or have the Authority and 
Force of Laws, without the ſpecial Au- 
thority and Approbation of the King's 
Majeſty, or his Commiſſoner interponed 
thereto, at the making thereof. . And 
therefore the King's Maieſty, with Ad- 
vice and Conſent of his Eſtates of Parli- 
ament, doth hereby reſcind and annul all 
Laws, Acts, Statutes or Practices that 
have been, or upon any Pretext whatſoe- 
ver may be, or ſeem contrary to, or in- 
conſiſtent with, his Majeſty's juſt Pow- 
er and Prerogative abovementioned ; 

D 3 and 
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and declares the ſame to have been un- 
lawful, and to be void and null in all 
time coming. And to the end that this 
Act and Acknowledgment, which the 
Eſtates of Parliament, from the ſenſe of 
their humble Duty and certain Know- 
ledg, have hereby made, may receive the 
more exact Obedience in time coming; 
it is by his Majeſty, with Advice foreſaid, 
ſtatute and ordained, that the punQual 
Obſervance thereof be ſpecially regarded 
by all his Majeſty's Subjects, and that 
none of them upon any Pretext whatſoe- 
ver, offer to call in queſtion, impugn, 
or do any Deed to the contrary hereof, 


under pain of Treaſon. 


Mh Lord C hancellor, 3 


The Queſtions concerning the King 
Prerogative and the Peoples Privileges, are 
nice and diffcult., Mr. William Colvin, 
who was one of the wiſeſt Men this Nation e- 
ver had ned ta ſay concerning defenſive Arms, 
that he wiſhed all Princes thoaght em lanfal, 
and the People unlavful. And indeed I = 


PJ's 
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wiſh, that ſomething like theſe moderate Sent 
timents might always determine all mattess 
in queſtion between both. By the r 
tion of this Kingdom, no At of the E- 
* fates had the force of 4 Law, wnleſs touch. 
ed by the King's Scepter, which was bis un- 
doubted Prerogative. The touch of his Scep- 

ter gave Authority to our Laws, as bis 
Stamp did a Currency to our Coin: But be 

had no Right to refuſe or withhold either. 

Tis pretended by ſome Men, that in virtue 

of this Act, the Ring may refuſe the Royal 
Aſſent to Aits paſſed by the Eft ates of the 
Kjngdom. But it ought to be conſidered, 
that this Law is only an Acknowledgment 
and Declaration of the King's Prerogative, 
and conſequently gives nothing nem to the 
Prince, The Af 2 this to be | 
the Prerogative of the King, that whatever ' 
is paſſed in this Houſe, cannot have the 
Force of a Law without the Royal Aſſent, 9 
and makes it High Treaſon to queſtion this | 

. Prerogative ; becauſe the Parliament during l 
the Civil War, had uſurped 4 ahh 
impoſing their own Votes upon the People 
for Law, tho neither the Ring, nor any 
Vi D 4 P Ore 
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Perſon commiſſionated by him were preſent : 
and this new Law was wholly and ſimply di- 
rected to aboliſh and reſcind that Uſurpati- 


on, as appears by the Tenour and expreſs 
Woras of the Act; which does neither ac- 


knowledg nor declare, that the Prince has 
4 pawer to refuſe the Royal Aſſent to any Aft 
preſented by the Parliament. If any one 

ſhould ſay, that the Lamgivers deſign'd no 
leſs, and that the principal Contrivers and 


| Promoters of the Act, frequently boaſted 
they had obtained the Negative, as they 


call it, for the Crown ; IT deſire to know how 


they will make that appear, ſince no Words 
are to be found inthe Act, that ſhew any 


. ſuch Deſign 8 eſpecially if we conſider, that 


this Law was made by a Parliament that 


ſpoke the moſt plainly, leaſt equivocally, and 


woſt fully of all others concerning the Pre- 


rogative. And if thoſe who promoted the 
- paſſing of this Act, were under ſo ſtrong a 
Deluſion, to think they had obtained a new 
and great Prerogative to the Crown by 4 
_ declaratory Law, in which there is not one 
Mord to that purpoſe, *twas the Hand of 
Heaven that defeated their Deſign of . 


ſtrozing 
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roying the Liberty of their Country. 1 
— * Princes 2 refuſed their Aſent 
to ſome Acts ſince the making of this Lam 
But a Practice introduced in arbitrary times 
can deſerve no conſideration, For my own 
part, I am far from puſhing things to extre- 
mity on either hand: I heartily enter into the 
Sentiments of the wiſe Man I mentioned be- 
fore, and think the People of this Nation 
might have been happy in miſtaking the 
. meaning of this Law, if ſuch Men as have 
had the greateſt Credit with our Princes, 
-would have let them into the true ſenſe of 
it. And therefore thoſe who have the Ho- 
nour to adviſe Her Majeſty, ſhould beware 
of inducing: Her to a refuſal of the Royal 
Aſſent to the Act for the Security of the 
Kingdom, becauſe the unwarrantable Cuſ- 


tom of rejecting Acts, was introduced in 
Arbitrary Times. | 


XII. 


three; tho no reaſon can be given of we 
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XII. 
My Lord Chancellor, 


a IS often ſaid in this Hoſe, that 
Parliaments, - and eſpecially long 


Seſſions of Parliament, are a heavy Tax 
and Burden to this Nation: I ſuppoſe they 
4 


mean 4s things are uſually mana 


: Other- 


wiſe I ſhould think it a great Reflection on 


the Wiſdom of the Nation, and « Maxim 
very pernicious to our Government, But 


indeed in the preſent State of things, they 


are 4 very great Burden to us. Onur Par- 
liament ſeldom meets in Winter, when the 
Seaſon of the Tear and our own private 


Affairs bring us to Town, We are call d 


together for the moſt part in Sammer, when 
our Country Buſineſs and the Gooaneſs of 
the Seaſon make us live in Town with regret. 
Oar Parliaments are ſitting both in Seed- 


time and Harveſt, and we are made to 


toil the whole Tear. We meet one day in 


ould 


— 
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ſhould not meet every day, unleſs ſach a one, 
4s I am unwilling to name, left thereby occa- 
ſion ſhould be taken to mention it elſewhere to 
the Reproach of the Nation. The Ex- 
 pences of our Commiſſioners are now become 
+ greater than thoſe of our Kings formerly 
were : anda great part of this Mony is laid 
out apan Equipage and other things of fo- 
reign Manufacture, to the great damage of 
the Kingdom. We meet in this place in the 
Afternoon, after a great Dinner, which I 
think is not the time of doing Buſineſs; and 
are in ſuch confuſion after the Candles are 
lighted, that very often the Debate of 
one ſingle Point cannot be finiſh'd ; 
but muſt be put off to another day. Par- 
liaments are forc'd to ſubmit to the 
Condeniences of the Lords of the Seſſion, 
and Meetings of the Burroughs; tho no good 
reaſon can be given, why either 4 Lord of 
the Seſſion or any one deputed to the Meetings 
of the Burroughs, ſhould be a Member of 
this Houſe ; but on the contrary, Experience 
has taught us the Inconvenience of both. 
When Members of Parliament, to perform 
the Duty they owe to their Country, have 
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iff the moſt important Affairs, and quitted 
their Friends many times in the utmoſt Ex- 
tremity, to be preſent at this Place, they 
are told they may return again; as we were 
the other day calPd together only in order to 
be diſimiſs d. We have bin for ſeveral 
days adjourn'd in this time of Harveſt, 
when we had the moſt important Affairs 
under Deliberation ; that as well thoſe who 
bave neither Place nor Penſion -might grow 
weary of their Attendance, as thoſe, whoſe 
ill State of Health makes the Service of 
their Country as dangerous, tho no leſs ho- 
nourable than if they ſeru'd in the Field. 
Do not theſe things ſhew us the neceſſity 0 
thoſe Limitations, I had the Honoar to offer 
to this Houſe ? and particularly of that for 


lodging the Power of Adjournments in the 


Parliament; that for Meetings of Par- 
liament to be in Winter; that for impower- 
ing the Preſident to give the Royal Aſſent, 
and aſcertaining his Salary; with that for 
excluding all Lords of the Seſſion from being 
Members of Parliament, Could one ima- 
gine that in this Parliament, in which we 
have had the firſt opportunity of amending 
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our Conſtitution by new Conditions of Go- 
verument, occaſion ſhould be given by re- 
*#rerating former Abuſes, to convince all 
Men of the neceſſity of farther Limitations 
. upon a Succeſſor ? Or is not this rather to 
be attributed to 4 peculiar Providence, that 
thoſe who are the great Oppoſers of Limi- 
tations, ſhould by their Conduct give the 
beſt reaſon for them ? But I hope no Mem- 
ber of this Houſe will be diſcourag d either 
by Delay or Oppoſition; becauſe the Liberties 
of a People are not tobe maintain'd without 
paſſing through great difficulties, and that 
no Toil and Labours ought to be declin d to 
preſerve a Nation from Slavery. 


XIII. 


My Lord Chancellor, 


TJ Have waited long and with great Pa- 
I tience for the Reſult of this Seſſion, to 
ſee if I could diſcover a real and ſincere In- 
tention in the Members of this Houſe to re- 


fore 
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fore the Freedom of our Country in this 
great and perhaps only opportunity. I know 

there are many different views among us, 
and all Men pretend the Good of the Na. 
tion. But every May here is oblig'd care. 
fally to examine the things before us, and to 
att according to his Knowledg and Conſcience, 
without regard to the viems of ather Men 
whatever Charity he may have for them : 
ſay, every Man in thu place is oblig'd by the 
Oath he has taken to give ſuch Advice 4s 
he thinks moſt expedient for the good of his 
Country. The principal Buſineſs of this 
Seſſion has bin the forming of an Act for 
the Security of the Kingdom, upon the Ex- 
piration of the preſent Iutail of the Crown. 
And tho one would have thought, that the 
moſt eſſential thing which could have en- 
ter d into ſuch an At, had bin to aſcertain 
the Conditions on which the Nation would 
receive a Succeſſor, yet this has bin intirel, 
wav'd and over-rul'd by the Houſe. 07) 
there is a Caution inſerted in the At, That 
the Succeſſor ' ſhall not be the ſame Perſon 
who is to ſucceed in Enzland, unleſs ſach 
Conditions of Government be firſt enatted, 


as 
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asmay ſecure the Freedom of this Nation. 
But this is 4 general and indefinite Clauſe, 
and liable to the dangerous Inconveniency of 
| being declar d to be fulfil d by giving as two 
or three inconſiderable Laws, So that this 
* Seſſion of Parliament, inwhich we have had 
ſo great an opportunity of making our ſelves 
for ever 4 free People, is like to terminate 
without any real Security for our Liberties, 
or any eſſential Amendment of our Conſti- 
tution, And now, when we ought to come 
to wp" 3"IP, aud _ ſuch Limitations 
as may fully ſatisfy the general Clauſe, we 
amuſe — 7; — hinges of — ſig- 
niſic ancy, and hardly mention any Limita- 
tion of moment or conſequence. But inſtead 
of this, Acts are brought in for Regula- 
tions to take wy during the Life of the 
Queen, which we are not to expect, and 
uite draw us off from the Buſineſs we 
ſhould attend. By theſe Methods divers 
well-meaning. Men have bin deluded, whilſt 
others have prapos d 4 preſent Nomination 
of 4 Succeſſor under Limitations. ' But 1 
fear the far greater part have deſign'd to 
make their Court either to Her Majeſty, the 
— Elſe 
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if Honſe of Hanover, or thoſe of St. Ger- 
] mains, by maintaining the Prerogative in 

4 Scotland as high as ever, to the perpetual _ 
. enſlaving of this Nation to the Miniſters o 

| England. Therefore I, who have never 
Wi. made Court to any Prince, and I hope never 
1 ſhall, at the rate of the leaſt prejudice to 
my Country, think my ſelf oblig d in diſ- 
charge of my Conſcience, and the — of my 
1 Oath in Parliament, to offer ſuch Limi- 
| tations as may anſwer the general Clauſe in 
the Att for the ſecurity of the Kingdom. 
And this I do in two Draughts, the one. 
[| containing the Limitations' by themſelves; 
. the other with the ſame Limitations, and 4 
Blank for — the Name of a Succeſſor. 
[ If the Houſe ſhall think fit to take into con- 
f ſideration that Draught which has no Blank, 

| and enact the Limitations, I ſball reſt ſatiſ- 
1 fied, being as little fond of naming 4 Suc- 
U ceſſor as any Man, Otherwiſe, I offer the 
[| Draught with a Blank; to the end that 
| every Man may make his Court to the Per- 

| ſon he moſt affetts; and hope. by this means 
| 


to pleaſe all Parties: The Court in offering 
them an opportunity ta name the Succeſſor of 
9882 | | England, 


„ -_Þ 
England, a thing ſo acceptable to Her Ma 
jeſty and that Nation + Thoſe. who may fa- 
vour the Court of St. Germains, by giving 
them 4 chance for their Pretenſions ; and 
every true Scots-man, in vindicating the 
Liberty of this Nation, whoever be the 
Succeſſor. | 


Firſt Draught. 


UR Sovereign Lady, with Ad- 
vice and Conſent of the Eſtates of 
Parliament, Statutes and Ordains, That 
after the deceaſe of Her Majeſty (whom 
GOD long preſerve) and failing Heirs 
of her Body, no one ſhall ſucceed to the 
Crown of this Realm that is likewiſe 
Succeſſor to the Crown of England, but 
under the Limitations following, which, 
together with the Oath of Coronation and 
Claim of Right, they ſhall ſwear to ob- 
ſerve. That all Places and Offices, both 
Civil and Military, and all Penſions for- 
metly confer d by our Kings, ſhall ever 
aſter be given by os” mam That a 
E new 
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new Parliament ſhall be choſen every 
Michaelmas Head-court, to fit the firſt of 
November thereafter, and adjourn them- 
ſelves from time to time till next Michael- 
mas; and that they chuſe their own Pre- 
ſid ent. That a Committee of 36 Mem- 
bers, choſen by and out of the whole 
Parliament, without diſtinction of Eſ- 
tates, ſhall, during the Intervals of Par- 
liament, under the King, have the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government, be his 
Council, and accountable to Parliament; 
with Power, in extraordinary occaſions, 
ro call the Parliament together. 


Second Draught. 


UR Sovereign Lady, with Advice 
and Conſent of the Eſtates of Par- 
liament, Statutes and Ordains, That 
after the deceaſe of Her Majeſty (whom 


GOD long preſerve) and Heirs of her | 


Body failing, FRE 

ſhall ſucceed to the Crown of | 
this Realm. But that in caſe the ſaid 
| Succeſſor 


of 
id | 
or 


7 (67) | 
Succeſſor be likewiſe the Succeſſor to the 


Crown of England, the ſaid Succeffor 


_ be under the Limitations following, 
c. 


No Man can be an Enemy to theſe Limi- 
tations, in caſe we have the ſame Ring with 
England, except he who is ſo ſhameleſs 4 
Partizan either of the Court at St. Ger- 
mains, or the Hoaſe of Hanover, that he 
would rather ſee Scotland continue to de- 
pend upon an Engliſh Miniſtry, than that 
their Prerogative ſhould be any way leſſen d 
in this Kingdom, As for thoſe who have 
St. Germains in their view, and are at- 
counted the higheſt of all the n 
men, I would ask them, if we ſhou hf 
them in advancing their Prince to t 
1hrone of Great Britain, are we, for our 
Reward, to continue ſtill in our former 
Dependence on the Engliſh Court? Theſe 
Limitations are the only Teſt to diſcover 4 
Lover of bis Country from a Courtier either 
to Her Majeſty, Hanover, or St. Germains. 
For Prerog ative = who are for * 
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LF, 
this Nation to the Directions of another 
Court, are Courtiers to any Succeſſor ; and 
let-them pretend what they will, if their 
Principles lead neceſſarily to ſubjef this 
Nation to another, are Enemies to the Na- 
tion. Theſe Men are ſo abſurd as to pro- 
woke England, aud yet reſolve to continue 


— — 


Slaves of that Court. This Country muſt be. 


made A Field of Blood, in order to advance 2 


| Papiſt to the Throxe of Britaln, If we fail, 


we ſhall be Slaves . of Cangueſi; if 
e. Happineſs to continue 


we prevail, have the 
in our former ſ{xviſh Dependence, And 


tho to break this Yoke all good Men would. 


venture their All, yet I believe few will be 
willing to lie at the mercy. of. France and 
Popery, and at the ſame time draw upon 
Hhremſelves the. Indignation and Power of 
England, for the ſake only of meaſuring 
our Strength with a mach more powerful 
Nation; and. to be ſure to continue ſtill 
wander our former Dependence, tho we 
ſbould happen to prevail. Now of theſe 


who. are for. the ſame Succeſſor with 


England, , I would ast, if in that caſe 


we are #0; alſo to continue iu dur former 
48 Ev : Depen- 
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(6) : 
" Dependence; which will not fail always to 
row from bad to worfe, and at length 
. more intolerable to all honeſt Men, 
than Death it ſelf, For my own part 
I think, that even the moſt zealpus Pro- 
teſtant in the Nation, if he have 4 
true regard for his Country, ought ra- 
| ther to miſh (were it gonſiſlent with aur 
| Claim of Right ) that 4 Papiſt -ſhould 
ſucceed to the Throne of Great Britain 
| _ Limitations as would render 
this Natios free and independent, than 
the moſt " Proteſtant and Befb Prince, 
without any. If we may live free, I 
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1 
1 
1 
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nie value who is King : *Tis indifferent ; 
8 to me, provided the Limitations be enatted, j 
to name or not name; Hanover, St. Ger. 
8 mains, or whom you mill. 88 
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XIV. 


My Lord Chancellor, 


IS Grace the High Commiſſioner 
having acquainted this Houſe that 
e has 


Inſtructions from her Majeſty to give 
the rs. Aſſent 4 all Aits 1000 in This 
Seſſion, except that for the Security of the 
Kingdom, twill be highly neceſſary to 3 
vide ſome new Laws for ſecuring our Liberty 
upon the Expiration of the pri Intail of 


the Crown. And therefore I ſhall ſpeak to 


| the firſt Article of the Limitations con- 


tain d in the ſhort Act I offer d the other 
day; not only becauſe ſis the firſt in order, 
but becauſe-I perſuade my ſelf you all know 
that Parliaments were formerly choſen annu- 


ally; that they had the power of appointing 


the times of their Meetings and Adjourn- 


ments, together with the Nomination of 


Committees to ſuperintend the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Government . the Inter- 
vals of Parliament: all which, if it mere 


neceſſ 477 
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neceſſary, might be prov'd by a great num- 
ber 1 publick pa So that 77 demon- 
ſtrate the uſe and neceſſity of the firſt Ar- 
ticle, there will remain no great difficulty 
concerning the reſt, 


My Lord Chancellor, 


T The Condition of a _ however unhap- 
, if they notonly know the cauſe of their Mi- 
| fery. but have alſo the Remedy in their power, 
> | and yet ſbould refuſe to apply it, one would 
think, were not to be pitied. And tho the Con- 
dition of good Men, who are concluded and 
oppreſs'd by a Majority of the bad, is much 
to be lamented ; yet Chriſtianity teaches us 
to ſhew a greater meaſure of Compaſſion to 
thoſe who are knowingly and voluntarily ob- 
ſtinate to ruin both themſelves and others, 
But the Regret of every wiſe and good Man 
muſt needs be extraordinary, when he ſees 
the Liberty and Happineſs of his Country 
not only obſtructed, but utterly 1 
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8 by the private and tranſitory Intereſt of 
- | /eif-deſigning Men; who indeed very often 
— meet their own Ruin, but moſt certainly 
5 bring Deſtruction upon their Poſterity 9 
”, 8 E 4 ſt uch) c 
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ſuch Courſes. Sure if a Man who « in- 
truſted by others, ſhould for his own private 


Advantage betray that Truſt, to the per- 


petual and irrecoverable Ruin of thoſe who 


truſted him, the livelieſt ſenſe and deepeſt 
remorſe for ſo great Guilt, will andoubtealy 


ſeize and terrify the Conſcience of ſuch 4 


Man, as often as the treacherous part he 
has afted ſhall recur to his Thoughts; 
which will moſt frequently happen in the times 
of his diſtreſs, and the nearer he approaches 
to 4 Life in which thoſe Remorſes are per- 
petual. But I hope every Man in this 
Houſe has ſo well conſider” d theſe things, as 
to 7 him from falling into ſuch ter- 
re ircamſtances: Aud (as all Men are 
ubject to great Failings ) if any Perſon 
Ke in 75 moſt —— Fs 4 — 
ous to himſelf of having ever bin wanting 
in duty to his Country, I doubt not he will 
this day, in this weighty matter, atone for 
all, and not blindly follow the Opinion of 
other Men, becauſe he alone muſt ac- 


count for his own Actions to his great Lord 
and Maſter, 


The 


5 


(73) 


| The Limitation, to which I am about to 


ſpeak, _— That all Places, Offices, 


and Penſions, which have bin formerly 


given by our Kings, ſhall, after Her Ma- 


Jeſty and Heirs of her Body, be confer'd by 
Parliament ſo long as we are under the ſame 
Prince with England, Without this Limi- 
tation, our Poverty and Subjection to the 
Court of England will every day increaſe ; 
and the Queſtion we have now before us is 
whether we will be Freemen or Slaves for 
ever? whether we will continue to depend, or 
break the Yoke of our Dependence ? and whe- 
ther we will chuſe to live poor and miſerable, 


or rich, free, and happy? Let no Man 
think to object, That this Limitation takes 


away the whole Power of the Prince, For 
the ſame Condition of Government is found 
in one of the moſt abſolute Monarchies of the 
World. I have very good Authority for 
what I ſay, from all the beſt Authors that 


have treated of the Government of China ; 
but ſhall only cite the Woras of an able 
Miniſter of State, who had very well con. 
ſider'd mhatever had bin written on that 
Subject; I mean Sir William Temple, who 
5 Jays, 
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fays, © That for the Government, "tu. 
& ebſolute Monarchy, there being no other 
« Laws in China, but the King's Orders 
te and Commands; and it is likewiſe heredi- 
4 tary, ſtill deſcending to the next of Blood. 
* But all Orders and Commands of the 
King proceed thro his Councils; and are 
“ made upon the Recommendation or Pe- 
4 tition of the Council proper and appointed 
& for that Affair: ſo that all matters are 
&« debated, determin d, and concluded by the 
&« ſeveral Councils; and then upon their 
& Advices and Requeſts made to the Ning, 
& they ate ratified and ſign'd by him, and ſo 
&« paſs into Laws. All great Offices of 
& State are likewiſe confer d by the Ring, 
* upon the ſame Recommendations or Pe- 
« trtions of his ſeveral Councils; ſo that 
none are prefer d by the Humour of the 
4 Prince himſelf, nor by favour of any 
« Miniſter, by Flatten or Corruption, but 
& by the force or appearance of Merit, - 
4 Learning, and of Virtue ; which ob- 
« ſerd by the ſeveral Councils, gain their 
& Recommendations or Petitions to the 
King. Theſe are the expreſs Words of 


£4 that 
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that Miniſter. And if under the grrateſt 
abſolute Monarchy of the World, in a Coun- 
try where the Prince actually reſides ; if a> 
mong Heathens this be accounted 4 neceſſary 
part of Government for the encouragement 

„ Virtae, ſhall it be denied to Chriſtians 
living under a Prince who reſides in another 
Nation? Shall it be denied to 4 People, who 
have a right to Liberty, and yet are not capa- 
ble of any in their preſent Circamſtances, 
without this Limitation? But we have 
form d to our ſelves ſuch extravagant No- 
tions of Government, that even in a limited 
Monarchy nothing will pleaſe, which in the 
leaſt deviates from the Model of France, 
and every thing elſe muſt ſtand branded with 
the name of e ommonwealth, Tet 4 great 
and wiſe People found this very Condition 
of Government neceſſary to ſupport even an 
abſolute Monarchy. If any Man ſay, That 
the Empire of China contains divers Ring- 
doms; and that the Care of the Emperor, 
and his Knomledg of particular Men cannot 
extend to all: T anſwer, the caſe is the ſame 
with us; and it ſeems as if that wiſe People 
eſign d this Conſtitution for 4 remedy * 

BW th 
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the like Incondeniences with thoſe we labor 
under at this time. | | 
This 1 will — inrich 
the Nation, by ſtopping that perpetual I. 
ſue of Money to ts, 5 which 2 4 | 
ced this Country to extreme Poverty, This 
Limitation does not flatter us with the hopes 
of Riches by an uncertain Project; does 
not require ſo much as the Condition of our 
own Induſtry; but by ſaving great Sums 
to the Country, will every Tear furniſh 4 
Stock ſufficient to carry on a conſiderable 
Trade, or to «/tablifh ſome uſeful Manufac- 
ture at home, with the Vigheſt probability of 
Sacceſs : becauſe our Miniſters by this Raule 
of Government, would be freed from the 
Influence of Engliſh Councils; and our 
Trade be intirely in our own. Hands, and 


not under the Power of the Court, as it was 


in the Afﬀairof Darien. If we do not ob- 
tain this Limitation, our Attendance at 
London will continue to drain this Nation 
"of all thoſe Sumis, which ſhould be a ſtock 
for Trade. Beſides, by Jfrequenting that 
Court, me not only ſpend our Money, but 
learn the expenſive Modes and Mans of Liv- 
l. ing, 


C292 


ing, of arich and luxurious Nation: We 
lay out yearly great Sums in Furniture and. 
Equipage, to the unſpeakable Prejudice of 
the Trade and Manafattares. of our own 
Country. Not that I think it amiſs to tra- 
vel into England, in order to ſet and learn 
their Induſtry in Trade and Husbanary. 
But at Court what can we learn, extept 4 
horrid Corruption of Manners, and an 
expenſive way of Living, that we may - for 
ever after be both poor and profligate? 

This Limitation will ſecure to us our 
Freedom and Independence. It has been, 
often ſaid in this Houſe, that our Princes. 
are Captives in England; and indeed one 
would not wonder if, when vur Intereſt hap+ 
pens to be different from that of England, 
our Rings, who muſt be ſupported by the 
Riches and Power of that Nation in all their 
Undertakings, ſhould prefer an Engliſh In. 
tereſt before that of this Country. *1'is yet. 
leſs ſtrange, that Engliſh Miniſters ſbould 
adviſe and procure the Advancement of ſuch 
Per(ons tothe Miniſtry of Scotland, a will 
comply with their Meaſures and the Ring 
Orders ; and to ſurmourt. the Difficultoes, 


| They 
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they may meet with from a true Scots Iute. 
reſt that Places and Penſions ſhould be beſtow. 
ed upon Parliament-Men and others: I ſay, 
theſe things wk far from wonder, that 
they are inevitable in the preſent State of our 
Aﬀairs. Bat I hope they likewiſe ſhew us, 
that we ought not to continue any longer in 
this Condition. Now this Limitation i 
advantageous to all, The Prince will no 
more by put upon the Hardſhip of deciding 
between an Engliſh and a Scots Intereſt ; or 
the difficulty of reconciling what = owes to 
each Nation, in conſequence of his Corona- 
tion Oath, Even Engliſh Miniſters will 
no longer lie under the Temptation of med- 
dling in Scots Affairs: nor the Miniſters 
of this Ningdom, together with all thoſe 
who have Places and Penſions, be any more 
ſubject to the worſt of all Slavery, But if 
the Influences I mentioned before ſhall ſtill 
continue, what will any other Limitation a- 
vail us ? What ſhall we be the better for our 
Act concerning the Power of War and 
Peace; ſince by the Force of an Engliſh In- 
tereſt and Influence, we cannot fail of being 
engaged in every War, and neglected in eve- 
Y Peace? By 
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By this Limitation, our Parliament will 
become the moſt uncorru Ar Senate of all 
Europe. No 115 will be tempted to vote 
againſt the Intereſt of his Country, when his 
Country ſball have all the Bribes in her own 
Hanas ; Offices, Places, Penſions. *Twill 
be no longer neceſſary to loſe one half of the 
Pablick Cuſtoms, that Parliament- Men 
may be made Collectors. We will not deſire 
to exclude the Officers of State from ſitting 
in this Houſe, when the Country ſhall have 
the Nomination of them; = our Parlia- 


ments free from Corruption, cannot fail to 
redreſs all our Grievances, We ſhall then 


| have no Cauſe to fear a refuſal of the Royal 


Aſſent to our Ads; for we ſhall have no e- 
vil Counſellor nor Enemy of his Country to 
adviſe it. When this 2 ondition of Govern- 
ment ſhall take place, the Royal Aſſent will 
be the Ornament of the Prince, ana never be 
refus'd tothe Deſires 7. the People. A go 
neral Unanimity will efo ound inthis Ho 

in every part of the Government, 

mong all Ranks and Condition: of Mew. 
The diſt inftions of Court and Country. — 
{ball no more be heard in this Nation; vor 


ſpall 


8 
ſhall the Prince and People any longer have a 
different Intereſt. Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments will be in the Hands of thoſe who live 
among us, and 3 beſt know the 
Merit of Men; by which means Virtue will 
be recompenſed and Vice diſcouraged, and the 
Reign and Government of the Prince will 
floariſh in Peace and Juſtice, | 
© I ſhoald never make an end, if I would 
proſecute all the great Advantages of this 
Limitation; which like a Divine Influence 
turns all to good, as the Want of it has hi- 
therto poiſon d every thing, and brought all 
to ruin. I ſhall therefore only add one par- 
ticular more, in which it will be of the high. 
oft advantage to this Nation, We all know, 
that the only way of enſlaving a People is by 
| keeping up a Standing Army ; That by ſtands 
ing Forces all limited Monarchies have bin 
deftrozed, without them none; That ſo long 
as any ſtanding Forces are allowed in a Na- 
tion, Pretexts will never be wanting to in- 
creaſe them; That Princes have never ſuf* 
fer d Militias to be put upon any good foot, 
left ſtanding Forces r appear unneceſ- 
fary. Me alſo know that a good and well rer 
Va gaulated 


(8) | 

4 gulated Militia is of ſo great Importance 7 
— a Nation, as to be the principal part of the 
G Conſtitution of any free Government, Now 
e by this Limitation, the Nation will have 4 
| ſufficient Power to render their Militia 40 
0 and effettual, by the Nomination of Officer s: 
! And if we would ſend a certain Proportion 

'of our Militia abroad yearly, and relieve 
[ them from time to time, we may make "om 
$ as good as thoſe of Switzerland are; and 
e much more able to defend the Country, than 
- 
4 


any unact ive ſtanding Forces can be, We 

may ſave every Tear great Sums of Mongy, 
2 which are now expenaed to maintain a ſtana- 
» ing Army; and which is yet more, run no 
„ hazard of loſing our Liberty by them, We 
y may employ a greater — of Officers in 
thoſe Detachments, than we do at preſent 


7 in all our Forces both at home and abroad; 
4 and make better Conditions for them in 
N thoſe Countries that need their aſſiſtance. 
- For being freed from the Influences of 
Engliſh Councils, we ſhall certainly look bet- 


f, t than we have hitherto dont, to the Terms 
fe on which we may ſend them into the Ar- 
„mies either of England or Holland; and not 
2 2 Se permit 
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permit them to be abus'd ſo many different 
ways, as to the great Reproach of the Nati- 
on they have bin, in their Rank, Pay, Cloth- 
ing, Arrears, Levy Money, Quarters, Tranſ- 
port Ships and Gratuities, 

Having thus ſhewn ſome of the great 
advantages this Limitation will bring to the 


| Nation (to which every one of you will be 


able to add many more) that "tis not only con- 
ſiſtent with Monarchy, but even with an 
abſolute Monarchy; having demonſtrated 
the neceſſity of ſuch a Condition in all Em- 
pires, ' which contain ſeveral Ringdoms; 
and that without it we muſt for ever conti- 
nue in a dependence upon the Court of Eng- 
land; In the Name of God, what hinders 
us from embracing ſo great a Bleſſing ? Is 
it becauſe her Majeſty will refuſe the Royal 
Aſſent to this AF? If ſhe do, ſureT am, 
ſuch a Refuſal muſt proceed from the Advice 
of Engliſh Counſellors ; and will not that be 
4 Demonſtration to us, that after Her Ma. 
jeſty and Heirs of Her Body, we wa not, 
cannot am longer continue under the ſame 
Prince with England? Shall we be wanting 
to aur ſelves? Can her Majeſty give Her 

3 EATER. Aſſent 
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Aſent to this Limitation upon a Succeſſor, 
before you offer it to Her ? Is She at Li- 
berty to give us ſatisfattion in this Point, 
till we have declar'd to England by a Vote of 


, this Houſe, that unleſs we obtain this Condi- 


tion, we will not name the ſame Succeſſor 
with them? And then will not her Majeſty, 
even by Engliſh Advice, be perſuaded to 
give Her Aſſent; unleſs Her Counſellors 
ſhall think fit to incur the heavy Impatati- 
on, and run the dangerous riſque of divide 
ing theſe Nations * ever ? fi f 
either Reaſon, Honour or Conſcienee have 
any Influence upon us; if. we have any re- 
gard either to our ſelves or Poſterity ; if 
there be any ſuch thing as Virtue, Happi- 
neſs or Reputation in this World, or Felici- 
ty in 4 future State, let me adjure you by 
all theſe, not to draw upon your Heads ever- 


laſting Infamy, attended with the eternal 


Reproaches and Anguiſb of an evil Conſci- 


ence, by — your ſelves and your Po- 
k. 


ſterity miſerab 
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XV. 


My Lord Chancellor, : 
HIS is an At for repealing 4 Lan 
1 ade in the Year 1700, which pro- 
hibits the Importation of French Wines, 
We were then in Peace with France, and 
are now in 4 declar' d Way againſt them, The 
Prohibition was made in time of Peace, be- 
cauſe the French laid greater Impoſitions up- 
on our Trade than they did upon other Na- 
tions And yet "tis deſir' d, that French 
Wines may be imported in time of War ; tho 
not only the ſame, but new Burdens are 
laid upon our Merchandize in France. *Tis 
pretended that we ſhall not trade to France 
atreftly, but may buy French Wines from 
certgjn Nations, who trade to that Count 
with our Goods. I will allow all this, tho it 
be falſe ;» but whereis the neceſſity we ſhould 
take French Wines from thoſe Nations for 


our Commodities? Have they not Copper, 


rey, Pitch, Tar, Hemp, Flax, and = 
er 


A. fore the LI, or greater Impoſitions conti 

5 nue ſtill upon our Merchaneize in France, 
1 vpe Cannot get of thoſe Neutral Nati- 
- ons ſo high a Price for our Goods, as if the 
4 Impoſitions in France were taken off, the 
he | Reaſon of the Law made in 1700 ſtill re- 
05 mains. And if we had ſufficient Cauſe to 
2 prohibit the Importation of French Wines by 
A oar own Ships in time 1 Peate, ſhall we 
Ae” purchaſe French Wines from other Nations 
ho ** time of War ? The French would not re- 
= cefue our Goods in time of Peace, upon e- 
Tis | 144 Terms with thoſe of other Nations, 
ne | Phich obliged us to forbid their Mines: 
= Shall we now take them at a double value in 
try time of War? Or are we become greater 
9 7 Friends to France now, in à time of open 
17 War, than we were before in time of Peace? 
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ber for building of Ships and other aſes, 


which we need? or if our C d of 
theſe things will not anſwer the Valae of thoſe 
Goods they take of ww, may we not export 
the Overplus to other Parts? Since there 


Something might be ſaid, if no Wines were 
fo be found in Portaga or Trag). Bat it 


ſrems no Wine wil pleaſe ar, bur vhat of 4 


#4 Coun- 


1 * +. 
4 
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Country, againſt which we are in actual 


War., and which uſes us ill both in Peace 
and Mar. One would have thought that 
the paſt Services of a Nation, which ha 
more than once ſaved that baſe People from 
Rain, might have obliged them to a more 


favourable uſage of us. But the World 


will ſay, we are yet a baſer People than thy, 
if whilſt they continue to Juppreſs our Trade, 
we repeal a Law, for which we have now 
more and better Reaſons than when we made 
it. Torepeal ſuch a Law in time of Wa, 
will ſound aamirably well in England and 


Holland : ſince "tis no leſs than a adireft 


Breach of our Alliance with thoſe Nations; 


4 formal Renunciation of any Advantages 
we may pretend in a Treaty of Peace, and 


 exadtly calculated to inform the World of 


the Inclinations of our Miniſters, If ne 
would trade to Portugal and Italy, we ſhould 
have the Benefit of Engliſh and Dutch Con- 
Toys. We might trade in our own Ships, 
not in Swedes, Danes, and Hamburgers, 


tothe Ruin of our Navigation, For if 


they drive our Trade for us, we may indeed 
burn our Ships and plow our Towns, 4s F- 
1 in 


. . 
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iin told us. And therefore I move that thit" 


| 

| Act, as pr ejudicial to our Trade and Navi- 
ation, and highly injurious to the Honour 
0 Ta, | 

. of the Nation, may be thrown out. 
e 

1 

; 

e 

3 

ie 1 

£ My Lord Chancellor, | 

; NE would think that of all Men 
f Lawgivers ſhould be of the moſt un- 


„ if doubted Probity, and that ſelfiſh Ends and 
e Diiſingenuity ſhould have no place in their 
Aſſemblies, For if thoſe who give Laws ta 
F other Men, have not the good of the Na» 
tons they govern in view, but are ready to 
ſacrifice every thing to their own private In- 
on” tereſt, ſuch a ſcandalous Conduct muſt be 
, of the laſt confequence to « Government, by 
1"  dienating the Affections of the People from 
| thoſe who ſhall be found guilty of ſuch 
ed Praffices. My Lord, No Man in thit 
Hoe can be ignorant, that this Act will 
bis | | F 4 not 


— 0 8 — — — 
——— —— 2 — 


1 
— , . + 1 
0 33 3 — — — —— — — — — 


(88 
not only open 4 Trade and Correſpondence 
with France, contrary to the Declaration of 
Mar, and our own ſtanding Laws; but that the 
Deſign of thoſe who promote the paſſing of 
this Act in to have a Trade direttly with 
France. Tis known that ScotsShips are alrea- 
dy loading Wines at Boardeaux for this Kjng- 
dom; and that a French Factor is already 
arriv'd in this City. Beſides, tis notorious, 
that a Ship belonging to this Port, and 
freighted with Wines from France, is now 
lying in {ucensferry-road, not eight Miles 
fram this place. She pretends indeed to be a 
Dane, becauſe ſhe came laſt from Norway ; 
whit her ſhe was ſent for no other reaſon 
than that ſhe came too ſoon upon this Coaſt. 
This Ship has an Officer and divers Seamen 


an board, ſent from one of our Fregates for 
her Guard, who have aas refusd to 


mit the Perſons that were impomer d. 
2 e examine her, unleſ⸗ = 
fbould produce an Order from the Captain 
of the Fregate, or from your Lordfbip. 
Hud as if our Act for the Prohibition of 
Prench Wines were already repeal d, awd 
cur: Collectors, © wo. ler chew our former 
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Kims, might diſpenſe with the Laws, ans- 
ors 8 — the Wines of that 
Country, has bin broaght into the Clyae, and 
her Lading into the City of Glaſgow, daring 
this Seſſion, in contempt of — Law and 
the Authority of the Parliament, All this, 
and much more of the ſame kind, ts well 
known to thoſe who are in the Adminiſtra- 
tion, and ſeem not to think it their baſineſs 
to take notice 7 ſuch Practices. Bat I hope 
this Houſe will not overlook theſe groſs. Miſe 
managements; and ſince the Executive part 
of the Government is arriv'd to that 
that hardly any Law is put in execution, the 
Parliament, according to the many Prece- 
dents we have in our Adds, will give order 
for a better Adminiſtration in time to come, 
and take effectual Care that thoſe who. are 
plac'd in the higheſt Truſts, ſhall ſee the 
Laws . duly executed; eſpecially your Lord. 
ſhip, who during the Intervals of Parlia- 
ment, as the principal Perſon in the Go» 
vernment, ought to be anſwerable- to: the 
Nation for their due Execution. Nom 
the great Argument which i us'd for allow» 
ing the. impart ation of French Wines 5 
* that 


—— —. — 
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that we ſhall certainly have the Wines of that 
Country, tho very bad and very dear, if the 
Prohibition be continu d. Which is only to 
lay, we have no Government among us. 
Two good Laws were made in the Tear 1700. 
One againſt the Exportation of our Wool, 
the other againſt the Importation of French 
Wines; the firſt tc give a Being to a wool- 
len Manufacture in this Riugdom, the latter 
to vindicate our Trade againſt the Impoſitions 
of Trance. We have already render d the 
one ineſſectual, to the Ruin of our woollen 
Manufacture; ſhall we now repeal the other? 
Shall we ſend them our Wool, and buy their 
Wines, and oblige them doubly for burden- 
ing and oppreſſing us in our Trade ? Tis pre- 
tended that the Cuſtoms ariſing from the 
Importation of French Wines, muſt ſerve 
ro pay the Civil Liſt, becauſe the former 
Duties are fallen one half of the uſual Value. 
A very cogent Argument indeed! when' we 
know that the Cu - ary have been taken from 
the Farmers, only in order to beſtow the Col- 
 leftors Places upon Parliament-men. Shall 
we make good ſuch Funds as are exhauſted, 
by bribing Men to betray our Liberty? If 
nv; any 


9 
any Juſtice were to be found in this Nation, 
the Adviſers of theſe things had long ſince 
been brought to a Scaffold. Bat as = is 
no Crime under Heaven more enormous, 
more treacherous, and more deſtructive to 
the very Nature of our Government, than 
that of bribing Parliaments ; ſo there is 
nothing more common and barefac d: And [ 
think this Seſſion ſhould have been opemd by 
purging the Houſe from ſuch corrapted 
Members; which if we had done, we had 
wot met with ſo many Difficulties and Ob. 
ſtructions of the Pablick Service. But I 
hope we ſhall not be ſo remiſs for the future. 
And for the preſent, my Lord Chancellor, I 
move, That this A for taking of the 
Prohibition of French Wines, as a Deſign 
of the blackeſt nature, hartful and ignomi. 
nioas to the Nation, and highly reflecting 
on our Miniflers and Adminiſtration, may 
be thrown out. ky eas by LA 30G 
fad 
XVII. 


(92 ) 
XVII. 


Ny Lord Chancellor, 

WF Efterday a Cauſe was brought into this 
I Houſebya Proteſtation for Remeid 
* Law : Upon which a Debate aroſe, whe- 
ther 4 Lord of Seſſion, who is alſo 4 Men. 
ber of this Houſe for ſome Shire or Bur. 
roxgh, could fit again as a Jung of the 
fame Cauſe, I was then of opinion he 
might ; becauſe the Houfe had derlar d they 
would not confine themſelves to decide this 

matter by what had bin already aledg d and 
| provid before the Lords of Su; but 
eonld recerve new Proof and Matter, if 
«ny had bin diſcover d ſince the paſſong of 
the Decrete. And indeed in that caſe I was 


of opinion, thoſe Lords of Seſſion might and 


ought to jug again, becauſe new Proof and 
Sew Matter might induce them to alter their 
former Judgment. But ſince no new Mat- 
ter or Proof appears, and that the Vote is 


ſtated, 


. 


| (93) 
ftated, © Adbere to the Decrete of the 
& Lords of Seſſion, or ſuſtain the Proteſta- 
« tion; which is only and ſimply to deter- 
mine the Canſe by what was alledg d and. 

| prov'd before that Bench; 1 cannot conſent 
that any of thoſe Lords, tho Members of this 
Houſe, ſhould again be Judges of the ſame 
Cauſe, Nor indeed, till the Houſe had over- 
ruld my Opinion, could I think that ne 
ought to decide any Cauſe brought before 
us by Proteſtation for Remeid of Lam, 
otherwiſe than by the Proofs and Matters. 
alledg*d and provid before the Lords of 
Seſſion. Certainly twas never deſign'd, by. 
allowing theſe Proteſtations, to bring all Ci 
vil Cauſes before our Parliaments. For if 
we ſhould judg of matters originally in this * 
Houſe, or go about to redreſs and relieve. 
Men againſt their Adverſaries upon nem 
Proof after the Decrete of the ordinary 
Judges, all the Civil Cauſes of the Nation. 
might under one Pretext or another be 
brought before 165. In theſe caſes we are andy | 
torelieve the People by reverſing the unju 1 
Sentences of the Lords of Seſſion. And te lt 
Privilege of. the People to proteſt for Re. 
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meid of Law, was principally deſign d to be a 
check upon e ordinar Judge” and oblige 
them to do Fuſtice : whic if they ſhould not 
do, and were convicted of Bribery or other 
groſs Injuſtice, the Parliament might re- 
move them from their Offices, or ot herwiſe 
puniſh them in Life or Eſtate. So that theſe 
Lords of Seſſron, who have formerly deter- 
min d this Cauſe, cannot, I think, reaſonably 
pretend to juap the ſame apain, tho they are 
Members of the Houſe ; _— no Man can 
be Judg of any thing, by whith he may re- 
cerve Damage or Profit. If the Decrete now 
ander conſideration, ſhall be found groſiy an- 
jaſt, I hope no Man will ſay the Judges may 
not be puniſb d. And the Judgment to be 
given by the Parliament is to be confin'd to 
this; whether the Lords of Seſſion have pro- 
nounc d a juſt or 7 uſt Sentence, In the 


giving of which Judgment, no Lord of 
Seſſion can be preſent as Juig ; unleſs we 
will ſay that an unjuſt Judg may be abſolv d 
by his own Vote. But to all this a very eaſy 
Remedy is to be found; I mean, That no 
Lord of Seſſion ſbould be «a Member of Par- 
liament, which would be highly advantageous 
ITS | to 
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10 the Nation on many _— and 2 


interrupt or diſturb the common 


cipally that our Parliaments might 
C Conſe 
Juſtice. 


[ 


HESE Speeches are pub- 
liſh'd to prevent Miſtakes in the 
Affairs to which they relate. 
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